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"Gaga Bhatt of Benares was invited to perform
the coronation of Shivaji and to declare him a
Kshatriya by birth. Many Brahmins of Benares
protested that the Bhonsle family was of Shudra
origin. After his return to Benares, Gaga Bhatt had
to apologize publicly and perform penance for
violatingtheDharma Shastras".
[Shivaji and His Times: Third Edition, Longmans, Green &
Co.,1920,pp.214-220]
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"Gaga Bhatt, a Brahmin of Kashi, was
persuaded with great effort and heavy gifts to
officiate. His act was denounced by his fellow
Brahmins later, compelling him to perform
purificationrites".
[ TheNewHistoryoftheMarathas,Vol. 1(1946),p.272-257]
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"The coronation was performed by Gaga Bhatt
of Benares who proclaimed Shivaji a Kshatriya.
The orthodox Brahmins of Benares repudiated
this declaration as false, and Gaga Bhatt was made

toatone forhisconduct".

[Bombay Gazetteer,Vol.24—PoonaDistrict-1885,p.334]
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"Gaga Bhatt’s recognition of Shivaji as a
Kshatriya was  politically  significant  but
religiously controversial. The Benares
Brahmins held him guilty of breaking the caste
law, forcing him to repent and perform a
prayaschitta".
[Chhatrapati Shivaji: The Great Maratha -K. N. Sane /
K.N.Stop-PuneUniversityPress,1969,p. 183—185]
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"Pandit of Banaras, called Gaga Bhatt, declared
Shivaji to be of Rajput blood, but later, his own
caste people excommunicated him for this
falsehood".
[Tarikh-i-Shivaji, Persian Manuscript, 1 8th century, Poona
Archives]
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